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HAITI TRIP UPDATE

As each days passes, the needs of Haiti become more and more

clear. What also becomes clear, is the needs will last for several
years. The situation is dire, and only through help coming from all
over the world will Haiti survive.

During the past few days Wanda Swensen, director for WeCare Dis-
aster Response, has been in dialogue with Loma Linda University to
explore how WeCare Disaster Response can help. Loma Linda has
been tasked with coordinating medical teams and supplies to Haiti.
Teams are placed on a rotation basis with teams being deployed to
Haiti on a regular basis. WeCare Disaster Response has partnered
with LLU, and is scheduled to serve in March.

INSTRUCTIONS TO WECARE MEDICAL VOLUNTEERS:

In order to participate, all medical volunteers must fax the following
documents to WeCare Disaster Response at 269 -471-8355: 1) copy
of medical license, 2) copy of college diploma, and 3) copy of vita or
resume. Without these documents, we cannot place you. It is vital

that we receive these documents as soon as possible. Once we have
received these documents, skills will be noted, and duties can be as-
signed.

Members of the WeCare Disaster Response leadership team will be
going to Haiti in February to meet face to face with aid agencies and
prepare for the March trip.

Information for WeCare NON - MEDICAL Volunteers: If you have
not yet turned in your $100 trip deposit, now is the time. If, for

some reason you are not selected to go on this first trip to Haiti, your

deposit will be returned, or, can be used for future trips. Please turn

your deposits in at Center for Youth Evangelism, or call 269 -471 -
8380.

Please continue to pray for the people
of Haiti, the thousands of responders,
medical personnel, and aid workers PRAY FOR HAITI
that are giving of themselves to serve
the needs in Haiti.
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IAD President Updates GC/NAD Presidents
On Haiti

The letter below was written by Elder Isreal Laito, President of the-Kateerican Division of

Seventkday Adventist, updating Elders Paulsen, GC President, and Don Schneider, Prg¢sident

of the North American Division, regarding the situation in Haiti. The recent letter appeprs
it was received by WeCare Disaster Response.

Dear Elders Paulsen and Schneider,

We have concluded our visit to Haiti (Elder Verduzco and myself), and the situation is Jery
bleak. However the outpouring of support and sympathy shows the appreciation and loye
have for one another. | want to thattke GC and the NAD for the strong support for the
church in Haiti. Honestly, this is beyond any one of us and all of us combined. We are $o
thankful for the gift of the NAD churches to ADRA for Haiti, and the extraordinary supp¢rt
tithe and nortithe funds from the NAD and the GC.

-

Ironically, the fields having suffered the most are the richest field and the poorest field i
Haiti. | perceive that the Central Conference, the only conference in that union, will have v
difficult days ahead, because it's tithe base has virtually been wiped out. Next Monday the
25th the workers must be paid, and there is no banking system and no money to pay the
ers. The IAD has decided to help the workers with a stipend consisting of ohigdilce
wagefactor, until the situation normalizes.

The Dominican union has put all its resour@xl personnel at the disposition to help the
members in Haiti. This union has become the nerve center to provide assistance to the| ch
and the Haitian public. ThHeuerto Ricamunion, having the facility of a ferry frofuerto Ricg
to theDominican Republic, has shipped hundreds of thousands of aid to Haiti. They haye
ceive two vans from the public in Puerto Rico that they have given to the effort to help.[Th
are setting up kitchen in Haiti to feed the members with at least one hot meal per day, 4ll
cost of the Puerto Rican Union and the public.

1. Insurance of church properties.
As mentioned before, the union was so wise to promote for all entities to have earthquake
Nspirgnce coverage. However, this catastrophe could bankrupt any insurance company. B
cause of this, the limit of insurance is one million dollar for all the properties combined.|Th
extent of damage and destruction is of such magnitude, that each building can get only| a
more than 10,000 dollars from the 1 million after the deductible. 115 churches have beg¢n
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tally destroyed. 60 others have sustained significant damage, so much so, that the unign ad-

ministration believes they have to be inspected before allowing the members to worship in
them. Others have also sustained repairable dam&gesschools were totally destroyed. |
you have seen the piece Bax News, the church mentioned in that piece is the church just
across the presidents palace, where the school we thought so many children perished |s |
cated. In that school, only the watchman died, he was taking a bath at the time of the gual
and could not leave the building. When the church collapsed, the children ran outside tp s
what was happening, and at that moment the school collapsetiteen bodies were recov-
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ered from another large church, where two different church choirs were rehearsing at the {ime

of the quake. What took so many years to build as church infrastructure has been laid fo v
in matter of a few seconds.

The university has lost the roof of the Girls dorm and has suffered damage to other buildin

Most of the industry section of the university has been greatly damaged, thus causing ¢ther

means of income for the university to be gone.
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IAD Update to GC/NAD Presidents Continued

2. Membership casualties and situation
Thus far, it has been verified that nearly 600 members have died in the quake. There are around 600 having sufferga- 46
ries with many amputations. There are countless others having sustained minor injuries. Around 15,000 Adventist fami
lost their home. Around 27,000 are in refugees centers, mostly on church premises and other places. There

are over 50 such places of concentration of Adventists who are in great need of help. We are happy for the organization

Haitian union and its local fields, because by so identifying the Adventist members, it is easier to get help to them6Arofind

pastors have been affected, three of them have been injured
and four pastoral families have lost everything they ever had, we praise the lord that their lives have been sparedtheowe

rious i
ps have

of th

ver,

treasurer of the NortklVest Mission has lost a daughter who was a student at our university, but was visiting her grandn
the time of the disaster, and perished along with her grandmother and other relatives.

3, ADRA's involvement.
Again, we praise the Lord for ADRADRA Internationalhas taken over the critical situation with the thousands of refuge¢
the campus of the university, and is of great help to the general public and the church. Proposals are being prepared t¢
funding for the rebuilding of the lives of the Haitian people. We had a meeting with the union and Local Fields leadershij
along with Chuck and other ADRA professionals. Every thing is in place for ADRA to handle the situation at the univer-
sity. Many of the refugees at the university are church members, and we are so glad they can get the help they need.

4. Situation at the hospital.

The situation at the hospital is at the verge of getting worst. We are so gratefoidd_inda Universitithat has virtuallydaken
control of coordinating all the medical assistance coming from the Adventist medical community in the NAD. We thank|C
wood University, NAPS, and other organizations for their rushing to help. There are scores of organizations helping thg
doctors and other doctors from the 1AD territory. Most of gadients are sleeping under a sheet in the yard. Some havekhe|
of securing a small tent, but most are virtually at the mercy of the elements. One, because the hospital is so fylberadisds
many prefer to be outside for fear of another quake. On Wednesday there was an after shock of 6.1. The hospital Has fu
money, earlier in the week were about to run out of fuel for their generators. ADRA could help them with much needed|f
continue serving. They have run out of food to feed the patients, However, the government of the Dominican Republic h
ised to feed the patients at the hospital with at least 400 warm meals pdihaayospital has lost two nurses, and over tyer]

of its workers have lost every thing and are counted among the refugees on the campus of the hospital, and still weignd.

no money to pay the workers, but they are still working. ADRA has promised to try to find funding to help the workers.
Montemorelos has sent two doctors, who are doing an extraordinary work, especially the orthopedic surgeon sent by M
los. We have a team of French paramedics and Fire fighters working on the premises, and the Turkish police is providin
rity. Also our hospital in the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico have medical teams working at the hospital. Surgerigs
being done outside under a tent for lack of space inside.

We are so glad that the administrations of the union and its local fields have survived this tragedy, thus having the déade
the church in Haiti intact, and gives leadership and guidance to the church. However, the house of the union treakumrer
aged, that he and his family cannot live in it, and are sleeping in tents.

L

Dr. Henry is being replaced by Dr. Honore, our Health Director, to help the union administration and ADRA. We plandg
Division worker to Haiti every week, until this is stabilized. We understand commercial flights into Haiti may start ndayN
according to American Airlines. If this happens, | am planning to go back next week to help the administration.

On behalf of the church in Haiti, | want to thank you for your support, any little bit helps. As we get more informaition, 1 v
share this with you.

Sincerely

Israel Leito
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The ADRA Report

More than two weeks after the earthquake, relief agencies are fighting blocked roads and lack of centralized organjzafion

while attempting to distribute food and fresh water to Haitians around the capital -afufRathce, workers said.

Tasks that would take a matter of hours under normal circumstances can take days, said Dan Weber, a videographer
with the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA). "Once you find out where [supplies are] sitting at the firg

working
ort,

you have to figure out how to transport them and then you have to arrange for security,” Weber said. "That means [yoll have

to have [United Nations] troops there to guard the convoy as you're getting it through."

Medical supplies from Adventistin Florida Hospital and partner organization Harvest International arrived in Haiti last
Thursday morning, Weber said, but ADRA workers were unable to deliver them to the hospital until Sunday night.

"Half the streets are blocked,"” Weber said. "You have to know the remeshad maps of the blocked streets. You drive

along and next thing you know you find a couple hundred people living in the street in tents.” Weber added that while
amount of aid pouring into Haiti can be beneficial, there are unavoidable side effects. Logistically, it's a nightmare]Yd
have so many different aid groups trying to come in and help, which is wonderful, but trying to coordinate all that wjth

U.N. ... it's a tough process right now," he said.

Despite the obstacles, ADRA workers distributed 100,000 pounds,

or 45 tons, of rice, beans and other food items to more than 15,000
displaced survivors still living on the campus of the Haitian Adventi
University, the agency reported. The distribution, which took place
Monday, was the latest of several ADRA&sisted projects.

ADRA and partner organization Global Medic also trained 20 Haitia
with motorbikes to set up portable filtration systems in areas withoufs
access to safe water. The drivers travel around the city, pumping ¢
water and handing out purification tablets. For their time, the drivers
receive food, a small salary and reimbursement for their fuel. ADR/
workers in Haiti say they hope to have a total of 30 bike drivers soon.

The death toll for Adventist Church members is currently 600, church leaders reported. Half of the 115 collapsed chur
the region are considered a total loss, and roughly 25,000 Adventists are homeless. Local church offices and univarsi

mitories also sustained heavy damage.

For more information, visiadra.org

The picture shows a woma
in Haiti sitting on the groun
with an open Bible in her
lap, with a Sabbath Schog
quarterly beside her.

Even in the midst of
destruction and devastatio
Christians remember
their God.
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ADRA Places Field Hospital on SDA Campus

SILVER SPRING, Md. & Sixteen days after the devastating earthquake in Haiti, the Adventist Develop-
ment and Relief Agency (ADRA) continues to provide life -saving medical assistance, treating 1,000 pa-
tients every day.

On Tuesday, January 26, ADRA and partner GlobalMedic installed an inflatable field hospital on the cam-

pus of the Haitian Adventist University in the neighborhood of Carrefour. The hospital, which measures
22 feet by 42 feet, will benefit more than 20,000 earthquake survivors living in a camp for displaced per-
sons outside of the Haitian capital of Port -au-Prince.

The inflatable hospital is currently being used as a primary care center for injured survivors, and can as-
sist an estimated 1,000 patients a day. Local aid groups have also received training on how to install,
operate and maintain the hospital, to ensure that it can remain operational for as long as needed.

iSince ADRA first began its response hours after thi
cess to medical care, o said John Torres, Senior Publ
gency response team on the ground in Haiti. AThese inflatable hospitals i

saving care to the people where they are. o

In addition to the medical care ADRA continues to provide basic elements for survival. In the last week,
ADRA has distributed more than 351,000 pounds (159 tons) of rice, beans, oil, and salt inside the camp
in Carrefour and among other displaced populations in Port -au-Prince.
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Berrien Springs Photographer Arrives in Haiti

My telephone rang at the office Wednesday afternoon. | was a bit confused at first to figure out

who it was, as | was talking with a gentlemen named Elvin earlier in the day. The voice on the

ot her end said, 0AldenandElvin aréVeny similar (sorry Alden). When | finally got it
together, | realized that Alden Ho was on the other end of telephone line, telling me he would be on

a United chartered flight early the next morning heading to Haiti with a group from AMEN (Adventist

Medical Evangelism Network). Alden was to take pictures and help document their work.

During our telephone conversation, | asked Alden if he would be willing to send us pictures to in-
clude in our newsletters. Below are some pictures Alden has shared of his first few days in Haiti.
Thank you, Alden! Pictures used with permission. © 2010 Alden J. Ho Photography, aldenho.com




